NASHVILLE EVENTS • NIGHTLIFE • COMMUNITY RESOURCES

News

FreedomPRESS
CHURCH
STREET
By Joyce Arnold
Ph.D.

ion Leads to Action

LGBT Health Fair
at Vandy

DECEIVED! The amendment was added just in the Phil Bredesen Emergency Room Blues
to get the bill out of subcommittee. The plans
Songwriting Contest will be asked to perform
are to strip it once it gets to the House Floor.
their songs at the Rally. The action will begin at
1 PM, Central Time, with a sidewalk demonn called the "anti-gay" legisla- What does this mean? The bill reverts to its
original anti-tolerance form, prohibiting gays
stration along West End Avenue in front of the
ing through the Tennessee
and lesbians from adopting."
park. The Rally will run from 2:00 to 4:00 PM.
Action Alerts from LGBT
Page 6
"These bills are bad public policy and are
Citizens To Save TennCare was established by
ations have called attention
clearly unconstitutional," the ACLU wrote. "But long-time Nashville social activists Warren
ring information about the
GLBT
ISSUES,
ARTS
ANDEverett
EVENTS NEWSWEEKLY
1 Issue
these bills are contrary to the
Duzak,
Edward Morris,
Jane Hussain,
slators onVolume
the pertinent
com- 36most importantly, NASHVILLE'S
In response to the Tennessee legislature's
Long and Sharon Cobb. Updated information
ing "talking points" for those best interests of the thousands of children who
assault on gays, I propose that those of us
are waiting to be adopted into loving families."
is available at www.savetenncare.blogspot.com.
ch with the elected officials.
who support gay rights form an organizaThe marriage definition bill has already
il Liberties Union Tennessee
tion that will write letters to all the
passed in the Senate. It is expected the bill will
Out on the Deck Concert Series Returns,
Nashville Lambda
Chambers of Commerce, tourism departeasily pass in the House. Representative Sherry
For the fifth year the Out on the Deck
D) and the Tennessee
ments, convention centers and college
Jones, in a recent interview with Nashville
Summer Concert Series will provide live musiTEP) continue to send out
admissions offices in the state. The letter
Public
Radio,
said
of
the
House
vote:
"It's
going
cal
performances,
with
each
concert
benefiting
a
last week, the primary focus
would say that unless the recipients take a
e on the bills related to adop- to be hard for me because I know there are a lot local non-profit. Hosted in the home, and on
public and unequivocal stand against the legof people who think marriage is strictly
the large backyard deck, complete with stage, of
nizations urge that House
islature's gay-bashing within a set period, we
between a man and a woman." She went on to
Bev Clendenen and Anne Moorman, the condoption) be opposed. As of
will commence a world-wide campaign to
say
she
didn't
necessarily
"have
a
problem
with
certs
feature
local
artists
with
a
variety
of
musiill is scheduled for a vote on
discourage tourists, college students and
that," but did have difficulty with taking away
cal styles. Along with Joyce Arnold, Moorman
16th, 8:30 AM.
conventions from coming to Tennessee.
the rights of a group of people, in this case, the
and Clendenen book the artists, and make the
introduced the legislation,
Such a campaign will unquestionably elicit
lesbian and gay population. "Do you vote politi- connections with non-profit organizations. In
ant change, in order to get it
national and international publicity and
cally
for
it,
not
vote
for
it,
to
make
a
statement,
the
past,
recipients
have
included
OPEN
c Relations Subcommittee.
eventually result in a significant loss of funds
(predecessor to Nashville Pride), Rainbow
prohibited homosexuals from even though you know it's going to pass, overand image for the state. This campaign will
Community Center (which originated the
ibited a parent from "surren- whelmingly pass...? It's really hard."
cost virtually nothing to mount. While this
series), PFLAG and Habitat for Humanity
ng to the adoption of such
move will not intimidate rednecks and
Nashville.
A
minimum
suggested
donation
at
Plans
To
Save
TennCare
ch person has knowledge
Bible-thumpers (do I repeat myself?), it will
the door has generated several thousand dollars
Citizens to Save TennCare continues plans
doptive parent is homosexustrike fear into those have a financial stake in
e language basically says that for a statewide rally, to be held on March 26, in over the years.
the state and who would prefer to stand
As in the past, the series will kick-off with a
Nashville's Centennial Park. "We've tried everyave priority over single cousilent on this outrage. They must not be
special
Straight
But
Not
Narrow
edition,
thing
from
fasting
to
lawsuits,"
says
organizer
d that the language in no
allowed to. Squeeze them until they squeal.
scheduled for June 18. This season opener will,
Warren Duzak, who also serves as secretary of
strued to deny a single peras last year, benefit PFLAG Nashville. Details
Middle Tennessee Veterans for Peace. "Now
opt." Jennifer Nash,
— Ed Morris, Nashville
of this, and other concerts, will be announced
we're convinced that only mass resistance can
D, wrote about the meeting
soon.
keep
TennCare
from
being
gutted.
We
view
was made: "I watched Rep.
GOT SOMETHING YOU WANT TO SAY?
This year Church Street Freedom Press is the
healthcare as a basic human right. Most of us
m and negatively comment
We want to hear it. Submit letters to:
media sponsor for the series. Information
are just one lost job or one sudden sickness
ute his original bill to get it
letters@churchstreetfreedompress.com
regarding the concerts will be found on the
away from TennCare." The organization has
ee. Now he is openly urging
or mail them to:
also invited Tennessee songwriters to "aim their CSFP web site, as well as distributed via ee a second amendment to
Freedom Press Letters
mails sent by Clendenen, Moorman and
lyrical barbs at Gov. Phil Bredesen because of
statement from TEP read:
P.O. Box 90862, Nashville TN 37209
Arnold.
his proposed cutbacks in the state's healthcare
ce new language doesn't
services for the poor and uninsurable." Finalists
one, DO NOT BE

LETTER

No Bucks For Bigots :
Stay Away From Tennessee

THESE
BOOTS

ARE MADE
FOR RUNNING
Track XXIII: Star Track,

the 23rd annual Leather Run

KINGOUTby David Pearce
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weekend, hosted by

Ron Belcara, 43, Database Administrator
"A Leather and Levi club, we have been in
Nashville now for 23 years and we help to
raise money for HIV need cares in Nashville,
specifically Nashville Cares and
Comprehensive Care."

The Conductors

43, Retail Manager
anization that raises
ares and other chariecially those dealing
with Aids."

Ken Woods, 40, Real Estate Developer
"A group of guys how have benefits for people with Aids,
and help people who need help. We are a brotherhood of
people who are willing to help out other people and have
a good time."

Anthony Merril, 25, Liquor Store Sales
"They are a leather group and from what I
understand they do a lot of work in Nashville,
helping out charities and stuff like that."
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Dean Hammons, 45, Real Estate
"A great organization of Leather Men
who band together to enhance the
community by donating money and
talents to the gay community."

Anthony Mollo, 28, Catering
"The Conductors are probably the most charitable
organization in town above all else. They do more for
Children and people with Aids then anyone else I
know. I give them so much respect because they
are so giving in light of the fact that they may be
stereotyped, but it doesn't bother them."
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