incredibly inspiring to be in the company of
thousands of gay and lesbian athletes, entertainers and spectators from all over the world.”
Athletes come from over 100 countries and
compete in about 30 sports.
“For a week,” Felker concluded,“we will basically take over the city and show the world a
very positive side of the GLBT community. I
am sure there will be detractors from the right
who try to spoil the event or at least blur the
positive messages that can emerge from this
type of international GLBT gathering, but I
am hopeful the focus will remain on the participants
and notNTS
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of theWHO
event. WE
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When Team Nashville marches together in the
Opening Ceremonies at Soldier Field, all of
the hard work and training will be worth it.”
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concern to GLBT people,…and providing us with a forum we can call our
—

FreedomPRESS

STAND
'06for TN
What
does it mean

OUTAWARDS

Ballot on Page 2

Among other participants are Stan Sklar, who
will run the 5K, while Kip Kibbons will play
in the tennis tournament.
“The whole focus of the Gay Games is parCHURCHticipation,”
STREET
Felker said,“but I am very competitive and want to do well…. I have been training really hard this summer—like 25 mile bike
rides on the weekends, 6 mile training runs
and swimming in a wet suit at the outdoor
pool of the Y. I even pushed myself to do a
distance swim in the ocean over the July 4 holiday. My goals,” he continued,“are to finish the
event without injury (no kidding) and to
record my personal best time. At my N
age,EWS
that
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will be a challenge.”
Felker’s partner, Keith Little, has “worked
hard with a personal throw coach to master all
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What Does it Mean For Tennessee?
Vote No Campaign Schedules Statewide
Canvassing Action

This Saturday,
15, LGBT and
supportive
Georgia, New
YorkJulyCourts
Rule
Against Marriage of Same-Sex Couples
individuals in Knoxville, Nashville and
Memphis will participate in a door to door canvassing action. Organized by the Tennessee
Equality Project’s Vote No on One Campaign,
the action is one in a series designed to inform
and educate Tennesseans about the measure to
amend the state Constitution in such a way as to
define marriage as between “one man and one
woman,” what opponents of the measure
describe as “writing discrimination into the
Constitution.”
The Nashville canvas participants will meet at
9:30 AM, at the Peace and Justice Center, located at 1016 18th Avenue South. Canvassing will
occur in West Nashville from 10:00 AM to
12:00 PM.
For more information, call 615-319-4114, email info@VoteNOon1TN.com, or go to
www.VoteNOon1TN.com.

Nashville Woman Attacked,
Benefit Fund Established
JULY 13. 2006

Thousands gather in Manhattan to protest NY High Court anti-gay marriage ruling. (Photo by Donna Aceto courtesy of Gay City News)

The Thursday, July 6 rulings of the New York
Court of Appeals, the highest court of the state,
and the Georgia Supreme Court, were not what
the LGBT communities had hoped to hear. The
New York ruling, in a 4 – 2 decision, means that
the state’s law allowing marriage only between a
man and a woman is constitutional. The
Georgia decision reinstated a voter approved ban
on marriage between same-sex couples (approved
by three-quarters of voters in 2004). The procedural challenge, that the ballot measure violated
the state’s single-subject rule for ballot measures,
was dismissed by the court. Those decisions were
followed, on July 10, by a Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court ruling which said that

an amendment to ban same-sex marriage could
go on the state’s ballot, if the state Legislature
approved. Massachusetts is the only state in
which same-sex marriages are legal.
In Tennessee, an amendment that would ban
same-gender marriage will be on the November
ballot, unless the state’s Supreme Court rules
otherwise, based on a procedural challenge in a
law suit brought by the Tennessee ACLU.
Mel Fowler-Green, Staff Attorney for ACLUTN, commented on the rulings, and any implications for Tennessee. The New York and Georgia
rulings “were both from state courts, interpreting
their respective state constitutions,” she said.
“These decisions are surely a disappointment to

CHURCH STREET F

By Joyce L. Arnold Ph.D.

As Johnna Bailey talks about her partner, Robyn Bailey, and about the Robyn Bailey Benefit
Fund and the reason the Fund is needed, she expresses a range of emotions and thoughts that
come in the wake of a life-threatening event. That includes, in this case, some caution, since the
recent brutal sexual and physical assault on Robyn Bailey is in the early stages of investigation by
Metro Nashville’s Police Department. Johnna says that she and Robyn have talked extensively, and
as far as they can determine, the assault was a result of“being at the wrong place at the wrong time,”
and was not a hate crime.
The night of the recent attack, which occurred in downtown Nashville, and included multiple
male assailants, Robyn’s ordeal continued as, dazed and without money, she walked all the way to
Hillsboro Village, where Johnna found her.“She looked awful,” and had received no help from those
she approached during her long walk. That included entering one business and asking for “a sip of
water,” and for someone to call 911.
— continued on page 4

It’s Bear Jam Time

Team Nashville is Ready

A “Country Carnival”
Welcomes Bearapalooza
Musicians

Local attorney Sam Felker and the
rest of Team Nashville are ready for
the 2006 Gay Games
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