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After eighteen successful years as presi-
dent of Artrageous, Inc. — the not-for-profit
corporation that has been responsible in
recent years for staging the annual
Artrageous event — founder John Bridges 
is stepping down from his active role to
become president emeritus of the corpora-
tion. The new position will be a solely 
advisory capacity. 

“I’m stepping back and letting some
other people who love this event and care
about it and are younger, frankly, and have
a different kind of energy help it to grow
and evolve in different ways,” Bridges
explained. “It’s my baby; I love it, and I’m
never going to leave it alone…but eighteen

years is long
enough.”

Artrageous
was started as
a benefit for
Nashville
CARES by
Bridges and a
small group
of prominent
Nashville
gallery owners
in 1987 as a
response to the AIDS epidemic and its 
devastating impact on the arts community.
Artrageous has raised more than $2 million
for the support of AIDS education and
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by Beth Maples-Bays
East Tennessee Bureau Chief

KNOXVILLE – When
GLBT community members
met with Representative Bill
Dunn last month, the ques-
tions dealt with definitions of
marriage and gender. 

The group of 20 plus com-
munity members represented a
wide array of organizations
including the sponsor Human
Rights Campaign Meet-up,

Representative Dunn
against marriage, unions.
Cites ‘voice in his head’
as basis for legislation

STATE NEWS
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by Joseph Brant
Staff Writer

1713 Church Street is in transition
again.

And Will Pulley, along with his partner
Mike Brown, is hoping the fourth time is
the charm.

From World’s End to Jaded Mary’s to
Tabu, the lives of the real estate neighbor-
ing OutLoud! Books & Gifts finds in its
newest incarnation the bar and nightclub,
Blu.

“Someone mentioned to me there’s a
bar in Atlanta with the same name,” said
Pulley, “but we’re not bar people so we
didn’t know!”

Pulley and Brown believe their premise,
and lack of direct experience, will connect
with an underserved crowd in Nashville.

“Everyone will feel comfortable in
here,” promises Pulley. “Customer service
will be our number one priority. We’ve
been to clubs where no one greets you.
We see people who are wallflowers who
may not feel comfortable where they are.”

The owners have a concept they are

confident will be a community builder for GLBT Nashville. A
look at the floor plan reveals an all-encompassing intention.

“There’ll be outdoor patios in the back and out front along
the street,” said Pulley. “In
between, we’ll have a stage,
dance floor, a separate lounge
room, and cages to dance in…”

Cages?
“Yes,” he said. “And they’ll be

portable. If you want it on the
bar, we’ll put it on the bar!”

“We’ve brought in a profes-
sional who’s programming our
lighting,” said Pulley. “We’ll be
sure to not have the same light-
ing effects every night. The same
goes for the décor of the bar. We
want it to reflect the mood of
the time for any given day.”

The lounge, an elevated area
near the front door, and the out-
door patios are of particular
interest to Pulley and Brown.
According to the owners, these
spaces will provide more seclud-
ed, intimate settings for those
patrons interested in a degree of
privacy for conversation away
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Bridges named Artrageous president
emeritus after 18 years as president A Town Hall meeting on GLBT issues,

including gay marriage, will be held on
Thursday, September 9 from 7:00 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. at Nashville’s historic Belcourt
Theater.

Hosted and sponsored by the Human
Rights Campaign, the Town Hall meeting
will be co-sponsored by the ACLU of
Tennessee, The Tennessee Equality Project,
and The Vanderbilt University Office of
GLBT Life.

John Seigenthaler, the founder of the
First Amendment Center, and the
Chairmen Emeritus of “The Tennessean,”
will moderate the panel discussion.
Panelists confirmed for the event are Seth
Kilbourn, National Field Director for the
Human Rights Campaign and Ken Choe,
staff attorney for the ACLU GLBT Project. 

Town Hall meeting on
GLBT issues to be
held September 9
John Seigenthaler to moderate

John Bridges 

Mike Brown (left) and Will Pulley want
everyone to feel welcome at their new
bar, Blu, in Midtown Nashville. 
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‘DIE Mommie,
...DIE’

Michael White reviews
this sharp-witted

dark comedy

SEE PAGE 35

Making a 
transition
Local realtor  
Jim Bolen
shares his  
story

SEE PAGE 21

There’s no time  
like the present 

Our series on the  
history of gay 

nightlife in Nashville 
comes to a close
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New bar and nightclub, Blu, to open on
Church Street

by Don Schlosser 
Staff Writer 

In yet another attempt to keep
the Rainbow Community
Center (RCC) viable, all four
members of the RCC board met
with leaders of ten middle
Tennessee GLBT service organi-
zations in mid-July to solicit
opinions about the center’s mis-
sion.
Discussion at the two-hour
meeting revolved around the
recent dramatic growth of gay
and lesbian organizations and
businesses in Nashville and mid-
dle Tennessee, and a recognition
of the need for increased coordi-
nation of events, building of
relationships within the commu-
nity, and a central hub for the
wide variety of resources. 
Underlying the frank conversa-
tion was the shared awareness of
the recent troubles the new
board inherited, including a
severe financial crisis that result-
ed in the dismissal of the
Center’s executive director, and

the closing of the Woodland
Street location in January of this
year. 
“We have about $12,000 in the
bank, plus the physical assets,
like the computer, and equip-
ment in the storage unit,”
explained board member
Richard Aries, when pressed by
the meeting participants to dis-
close the exact nature of the cur-
rent financial condition. 
In its short history, the RCC has
not been unfamiliar with chal-
lenges. Since its inception as a
potential gay cable network, the
parent organization, Nashville
Lambda Communications, has
conducted business under a suc-
cession of names as it has strug-
gled to discover its role in the
GLBT community. 
Rumors of the Center’s woes
have permeated the larger gay
community. 
Jerry Jones, publisher of
“O&AN” told the board: “Right
now the other nonprofits see
you as a competitor for money
and volunteers; they need to see

you as a support. The center
needs to change its mission from
what it has historically been,
from providing services, to pro-
viding support.” 
Board member Gary White tried
to prevent the discussion from
centering on the recent 
failures of the Center, assuring
the representatives at the meet-
ing, “We are not our own organ-
ization; we are your organiza-
tion.”
Aries emphasized an updated
Web site and a proposed com-
munity survey as new efforts by
the center to be aggressive about
remaining relevant. General con-
sensus of the invited partici-
pants, however, was that the 17-
page survey was too lengthy and
cumbersome and that its lan-
guage might alienate certain seg-
ments of the community.
Several around the table suggest-
ed that the survey should be
much shorter and specifically
directed initially at polling the
community about what function
the Center should have. 

In light of the pervasive
negative image of the RCC
in the GLBT community,
the sixteen participants
unanimously affirmed that
the board should once
again find a new name that
would embody the new
direction the center will
embrace.
The recurring image that
surfaced at the gathering
was the concept of the
Center being the hub of a
wheel, and the variety of
nonprofits as spokes
around that hub. 
Roxanne, representing the
Tennessee Vals, advised,
“Connecting the groups is
the biggest and best thing
you could be doing, to be
extremely relevant and
extremely necessary. RCC
could become the focal
point. There are biases in
the groups, and the only
way to get rid of biases is to
get to know the people.” 

Pam Wheeler, who identified
herself as being connected with
the recently birthed 
Tennessee Equality Project (TEP)
as well as the Human Rights
Campaign (HRC), promoted the
establishment of a monthly

meeting of representatives for all
the organizations which com-
prise the Nashville GLBT com-
munity, saying “Everyone at the
table has to buy in to support all
the other groups at the table.” 
Other possible functions of the
Center discussed were being a
clearing house for legal issues,
housing issues, and educational
issues; developing networks
between the service organiza-
tions, health organizations, and
political organizations; provid-
ing training for 
nonprofits, including grant writ-
ing and organizational develop-
ment; and building alliances
with the straight community.
Other concerns voiced by the
participants included the need
to reach out to ethnically diverse
segments of the GLBT commu-
nity, including growing Latino,
Thai, and Korean populations. 

Many of the participants at
the meeting praised the Center
for the variety of services it has
provided over the years and the
generally positive effect it has
had on the community, but
everyone agreed that the Center

was once again starting from
scratch. 
According to board member
April Baker, “We are trying to
find the answers. Do we have
the resources to accomplish the
goals, and do we have the sup-

port of the community?” 
Mikhail Brown, representing
Nashville Pride, suggested that
the entire board go out into the
community to meet with the
various service organizations and
tell them, “Here’s what we’ve
done, here’s where we’re headed,
and here’s what we can do for
you.”
Groups represented at the gath-
ering included One in Teen,
Nashville Association of
Professional Persons (NAPP),
“Out & About Newspaper”,
Tennessee Vals, Outloud,
Nashville Pride, PFLAG, Oasis
Center, The Tennessee Equality
Project, Human Rights
Campaign, and Nashville Family
Pride
As the meeting was closing, H.
G. Stovall, representing PFLAG,
suggested that a date be set for
another meeting, but White said
that the board had a lot to dis-
cuss and decide before it could
proceed with a structured
response. �

Don Schlosser can be reached at
dschlosser@outandaboutnewspaper.com.
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Rainbow Community Center struggles to find new
vision and new name


