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what a lot of those involved in
putting it on wanted - a pleasant,
relaxed family picnic in which
gays and straights could stand up
SEE
PAGEin13
for freedom
a town which perhaps has never quite understood
what the word means,” stated the
East Tennessee native.
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voices
from
groups
such as
fundraiser a sell-out
Amnesty International and
PFLAG. Entertainment was provided by the Rainbow Alliance of
Chattanooga. Their leadership
did an excellent job of finding
and presenting all the people who
were on hand to offer their talents for the celebration.
The ebb and flow of the crowd
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for omitting the gathering from
their weekend schedule. Other
reasons included misinformation
regarding anti-Christian sentiSthe
EEpart
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ment on
of Gays
Fighting Religious Oppression,
headed by Gary A. Giddings who
is a Christian.
The Rhea County folks are
already planning for next year’s
Chats with ‘O&AN’ about
Second
Annual
Gay
Day
in
Rhea
her visit to Nashville
Celebrating its 20th anniversary
County. Their Web site at
www.gaydayrheacounty.com will
continue to be updated with the www.outandaboutnashville.com
latest information regarding plans
for the future. �

Comedian Paula
Poundstone

Beth Maples-Bays can
be reached at
beth@outandaboutnashville.com.
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[Editor’s note: This is part two of a
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A recent protest at the Human Rights
multiple-part series on how GLBT
The gay community is resilient
Campaign headquarters in Washington,
nightlife originated in Nashville.]
though, and they came back with a
D.C., followed a week of lobbying efforts on
vengeance, using the tools they had
the part of transgender activists from around
The way of life for the GLBT comto reinforce change in society. At
the country. The protest evolved out of conmunity in Nashville took a huge hit
that time, the bar scene became even
cerns arising from interactions with various
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Transgender activists
protest HRC over gender
identity inclusion
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Nightlife in Nashville takes a
hit in the 1980s — The onslaught of AIDS

