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Search for Byron 
Barker continues

by Jerry Jones
Publisher

This July as Americans celebrate
their freedom, one Nashvillian is
raising questions about what it
means to be a gay American and
having the same rights as straight
Americans as they pertain to immi-
gration laws.

Greg Gardner, and his partner
Gregorio, have been together for
just over five years. Gregorio is from
Venezuela and is in the U.S. on a
student visa. Because of his student
visa status, he is not allowed to pur-
sue permanent immigration status
or express a desire to stay in the
U.S. Due to that restriction, he
declined to take part in this inter-
view, and asked that his last name
not be used.

Gardner, however, is passionate in
his belief that gay couples should be
allowed the same path to permanent
residency as straight couples. The
Uniting American Families Act
(UAFA), formerly the Permanent
Partners Immigration Act, would do

continued on page 12

by Michael Wilhoit
East Tennessee Associate Editor

KNOXVILLE – Police continue the search
for Byron Barker, a 47-year-old gay hair styl-
ist, who has been missing since May 3. His

Preliminary DNA test results tested posi-
tive for human blood.  
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continued on page 8

Equal treatment Push continues for
immigration benefits
for same-sex partners

(l to r) Greg Gardner, and his partner Gregorio, have been together for five years.

Metro police, gay leadership 
discuss suspicious drug arrests
by Joseph Brant
Staff Writer

When Chris Sanders put down his
copy of the alt-weekly newspaper,
Nashville Scene, in late June, he knew
some clarification was required.

“We wondered – are discriminatory

practices being employed by the metro
police force?” he said.

Sanders is a board member of the
Tennessee Equality Project (TEP), a
grassroots organization formed last year
to combat a proposed anti-marriage
amendment to the Tennessee constitu-
tion. Recently, the

group has expanded its reach to pro-
mote and endorse equality for GLBT
Tennesseans beyond just that issue.

The article in question, “Policing
Gays,” detailed the experience of a gay
man pseudonymously named Steve
and lambasted the Metro Nashville

continued on page 18
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PFLAG Nashville moves
to new meeting location
Staff Reports

After meeting for several years
at the Cohn Adult Learning
Center, the Nashville chapter of
Parents, Families and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) have
moved their meetings to Laskey
Hall at Scarritt-Bennett Center. 

The group meets the third
Tuesday night of each month.
Scarritt-Bennett Center is located
at 1008 19th Avenue South, near
Vanderbilt University.

PFLAG Nashville is one of 540
local chapters of a national organ-
ization whose goals are to offer
support to gay, lesbian, bi-sexual
and transgendered individuals and
their families; to educate a public
that often knows little about them
and to be an advocate for justice
for GLBT citizens. The Nashville
chapter of PFLAG was founded in
the late eighties through the
efforts of a small group of parents
of gay and lesbian young people.

“The move to Scarritt-Bennett
Center comes just as PFLAG

Nashville is entering a new chap-
ter in its history,” PFLAG co-chair
Don Shockley said. “We have
gathered fresh momentum from a
successful conference our local
group hosted for PFLAG leaders
from throughout Tennessee and
Kentucky in April. And we believe
that our new location will build
upon that positive experience.”

More information about
PFLAG Nashville may be found
online at www.pflagnashville.org
or by calling the help line at
615.366.0888. �

Vanderbilt’s HIV Vaccine Research
looking for local heroes
by Jerry Jones
Publisher

Vanderbilt Medical Center’s HIV Vaccine
Research program is looking for local heroes
to help with the program.

For more than 16 years Vanderbilt has
been participating in HIV vaccine research,
and boosts some of the top physicians and
researchers in the world that are looking for
a cure for HIV. 

“Vanderbilt is also part of an international
organization working to develop a preven-
tive vaccine for HIV,” explained Daniel
Kuninsky, a program coordinator for
Vanderbilt’s HIV vaccine trials. “This organi-
zation is called the HIV Vaccine Trials
Network (HVTN). The HVTN includes 25
sites worldwide, and Vanderbilt is one of 10
sites in the U.S.”

Kuninsky said the worldwide collabora-
tion hopes to help develop a preventive
HIV vaccine that would work in everyone,
everywhere.

“Scientists believe a preventive HIV vac-
cine is an important part of the effort to
control AIDS,” he said. “In order to develop
a vaccine that works for everyone, we need
help from everyone.”

Vanderbilt needs help from the local com-
munity to help in its quest to find a vaccine
to help control AIDS.

Kuninsky said there were a variety of ways
people can help – from participating as a
study volunteer, to joining the Community
Advisory Board.

“We are looking for healthy, uninfected
people, aged 18-50, of both sexes, including
all ethnic and racial backgrounds and from

all walks of life,” he said. “Before a person
enters a study, the study is completely
explained and all of your questions will be
answered.”

The Community Advisory Board (CAB) is
a group of people who represent Nashville’s
diverse community. The board meets
monthly to discuss the current Vanderbilt
research, the program’s community educa-
tion and recruitment efforts, and other
aspects of the program to ensure that the
needs of our community are addressed and
to ensure that the voice of the local commu-
nity is heard and respected in our research. 

To participate in the Vanderbilt HIV
study, you must:

Be between the ages of 18 and 50. 
Be HIV negative and in general good

health.
The HIV vaccines do not contain any

actual HIV and there is no risk of HIV
infection from the vaccines. The studies gen-
erally last from 12-18 months, depending on
the study. Research study visits last from 15-
60 minutes and are conducted in the
Clinical Research Center in Medical Center
North at Vanderbilt University Medical
Center. Participants are compensated for
their time: $50 for each vaccination visit
(approx. 1 hour) and $20 for each non-vacci-
nation visit (approx. 15 minutes).

For more information you can visit HIV
Vaccine Research Program at Vanderbilt at
www.hivvaccineresearch.com or call 615-322-
HOPE (toll free 888-559-HOPE).  �

Jerry can be reached at
publisher@outandaboutnewspaper.com.

(left to right) Daniel Kuninsky and Josh Barnes with the Vanderbilt HIV
Vaccine Research program.
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